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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1-3,7,8 and 12-20 is/are rejected. 
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Art Unit: 3673 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 7-8, and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 4,846,204 to Sok Kyu. 

Claim 1 r Sok Kyu discloses a portable and collapsible cot, comprising: 
a flexible planar surface layer 1 4; and 

leg members 6 for both cross-bracing and supporting the planar surface layer 
over a ground surface, the leg members being moveable between an assembled 
position and a folded position, where the assembled position fully supports weighted 
objects being placed on the planar surface layer, and the folded position has the cot in a 
collapsed position allowing the cot to become portable and easy to carry (col. 1 lines 20- 
25). 

Claim 2, wherein the leg members include: 

a first set of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a left side 
end of the cot that are moveable between a substantially crossed position while the cot 
is in the assembled position to a substantially parallel position while the cot is in a folded 
position; and 

a second set of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a right 
side end of the cot opposite the left side end, that moveable between a substantially 
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crossed position while the cot is in the assembled position to a substantially parallel 
position while the cot is in the folded position. 

Claim 3, wherein the leg members further include: 

a middle set of rods 7 for supporting a mid-portion of the cot located substantially 
midway between the left side end and the right side end, that are moveable between a 
substantially crossed position while the cot is in the assembled position to a 
substantially parallel position while the cot is in a folded position. 

Claim 7, wherein the leg members include: 

a front pair of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a front side 
of the cot that are moveable between a substantially crossed position while the cot is in 
the assembled position to a substantially parallel position when the cot is in a folded 
position; and 

a rear pair of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a rear side 
of the cot opposite the front side, that are moveable between a substantially crossed 
position while the cot is in the assembled position to a substantially parallel position 
when the cot is in the folded position. 

Claim 8, wherein the front pair of rods 7 and the rear pair of rods each include: 
two sets of pairs 7 of the pivotable rods adjacent to one another that are moveable 
between substantially crossed positions while the cot is in the assembled position to the 
substantially parallel positions when the cot is in the folded position. 

Claim 14, further comprising: flexible side walls attached to and extending 
upward from at least one perimeter edge from the surface layer (fig. 10). 
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Claim 15, wherein the side walls further include: 

a left side wall attached to and extending upward from a left side perimeter edge 
of the surface layer; 

a right side wall attached to and extending upward from a right side perimeter 
edge of the surface layer, opposite the left side wall; and 

a rear side wall attached to and extending upward from a rear side perimeter 
edge of the surface layer located between the left side wall and the right side wall, 
wherein the left side walls the right side wall, and the rear side wall keep the object on 
the surface layer from falling off the left, the right and rear side perimeter edges of the 
cot (fig. 10). 

Claim 16, further comprising: a removable canopy 10 having ends attached to 
the corner edges of the cot. 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,828 
Art Unit: 3673 



Page 5 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,846,204 to Sok Kyu in view of U.S. Pat. No. 6,167,898 to Larga et al. 

In reference to claim 20, Sok Kyu discloses all of the Applicant's claimed 
limitations except for having a carry bag. Larga discloses a carry bag 40 for a support. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ a carry bag as taught by Larga with the cot of Sok Kyu in order to 
carry the cot when it is not in the assembled position. Sok Kyu discloses all of the 
Applicant's claimed limitations except for bag having dimension of up to 30 inches by 8 
inches by 8 inches. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have the dimensions stated above, since Applicant has not 
disclosed that the dimensions are critical and it would appear that the dimensions of 
Sok Kyu would perform equally well 
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Claims 1-3, 7-8, 12, 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 6,644,329 to Tomason in view of U.S. Pat. No. 
4,846,204 to Sok Kyu. 

Claim 1 , Tomason discloses a portable cot having a flexible planar surface layer 
108 and leg members 102. Tomason fails to disclose collapsible leg members. Sok 
Kyu discloses collapsible leg members (6,7). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ collapsible leg members as 
taught by Sok Kyu with the cot of Tomason in order to provide a portable cot frame 
structure. 

Claim 2, wherein the leg members include: 

a first set of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a left side 
end of the cot that are moveable between a substantially crossed position while the cot 
is in the assembled position to a substantially parallel position while the cot is in a folded 
position; and 

a second set of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a right 
side end of the cot opposite the left side end, that moveable between a substantially 
crossed position while the cot is in the assembled position to a substantially parallel 
position while the cot is in the folded position (Sok Kyu). 

Claim 3, wherein the leg members further include: 

a middle set of rods 7 for supporting a mid-portion of the cot located substantially 
midway between the left side end and the right side end, that are moveable between a 
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substantially crossed position while the cot is in the assembled position to a 
substantially parallel position while the cot is in a folded position (Sok Kyu). 
Claim 7, wherein the leg members include: 

a front pair of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a front side 
of the cot that are moveable between a substantially crossed position while the cot is in 
the assembled position to a substantially parallel position when the cot is in a folded 
position; and 

a rear pair of rods 7 pivotably attached to one another for supporting a rear side 
of the cot opposite the front side, that are moveable between a substantially crossed 
position while the cot is in the assembled position to a substantially parallel position 
when the cot is in the folded position. 

Claim 8, wherein the front pair of rods 7 and the rear pair of rods each include: 
two sets of pairs 7 of the pivotable rods adjacent to one another that are moveable 
between substantially crossed positions while the cot is in the assembled position to the 
substantially parallel positions when the cot is in the folded position. 

Claim 12, further comprising first straps (col. 3 lines 12-19) along perimeter 
edges attached underneath the surface layer for enhancing strength of the surface layer 
to support the weighted object thereon (Tomason). 

Claim 14, further comprising: flexible side walls attached to and extending 
upward from at least one perimeter edge from the surface layer (col. 2 lines 42- 
45)(Tomason). 

Claim 15, wherein the side walls further include: 
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a left side wall attached to and extending upward from a left side perimeter edge 
of the surface layer; 

a right side wall attached to and extending upward from a right side perimeter 
edge of the surface layer, opposite the left side wall; and 

a rear side wall attached to and extending upward from a rear side perimeter 
edge of the surface layer located between the left side wall and the right side wall, 
wherein the left side walls the right side wall, and the rear side wall keep the object on 
the surface layer from falling off the left, the right and rear side perimeter edges of the 
cot (col. 2 lines 42-45)(Tomason). 

Claim 16, further comprising: a removable canopy 20 having ends attached to 
the corner edges of the cot (Thomason). 

Claim 1 7, further comprising: 

a first upside down U-shaped support 62 attached to and extending upward from 
one side of the cot; and 

a second upside down U-shaped support 64 attached to and extending upward 
from another side of the cot opposite the one side, wherein the srst U-shaped support 
and the second U-shaped support hold the canopy in a fixed position above the cot. 

With regards to claims 18-19, Tomason discloses all of the Applicant's claimed 
limitations except for the cot having a length of 46 inches, a width of 24 inches, and an 
overall weight of up to 15 pounds. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have the dimensions and weight stated 
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above, since Applicant has not disclosed that the dimensions and weight are critical and 
it would appear that the dimensions and weight of Tomason would perform equally well. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.SC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,644,329 to Tomason in view of U.S. Pat. No. 4,846,204 to Sok Kyu and 
further in view of 6,134,727 to Hwang. 

In reference to claim 13, Tomason discloses all of the Applicant's claimed limitations 
except for second straps in a crossed pattern attached underneath the surface layer. 
Hwang discloses a cot frame having straps in a crossed pattern attached underneath a 
surface layer (col. 1 lines 50-53). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ straps as taught by Hwang with the 
cot of Tomason in order to provide support for the surface layer. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-6 and 9-1 1 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fredrick C Conley whose telephone number is 308- 
7468. The examiner can normally be reached on m-th m-fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Shackelford can be reached on 308-2978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





